
Workshop:  Sandy Beaches – Environmental Management Challenges 
 

Tuesday, 18th September 

4.25pm – 4.55pm 

Auditorium, Civic Centre 

 

Facilitator: Daniel Carter (Redlands Shire Council) 

 

Background 

 

Sandy beaches are the geographically dominant shoreline habitat of the open coast in 

Southern Queensland.  Beaches are also the region’s prime recreational coastal resource: 

more people use beaches than any other type of coastal environment in the region. 

Burgeoning population growth in the coastal strip, increased leisure time, and economic 

prosperity all place escalating pressures on beaches.  Traditionally, management of 

beaches focused exclusively on physical aspects (i.e. maintenance of sand budgets, 

erosion control) and on providing or enhancing visitor experiences.  Ecological impacts 

are rarely, if ever, considered explicitly in beach management.  

 

Beaches are, however, not ecological desserts that are resilient to human impacts.  In 

fact, beaches harbour a unique biodiversity and provide critical nesting and foraging 

habitats for endangered vertebrates such as turtles and birds.  Beaches also support a 

sizeable recreational fishing sector, which in turn depends on healthy beach ecosystems 

as food supplies.  Recent work in the region has shown that some recreational activities 

(4x4 driving) can have measurable effects on beach invertebrates, but the spectrum of 

ecological risks and damages is likely to be wider, including more ecological components 

affected and more types of human uses that are ecologically harmful.  

 

Increasing human pressures on beaches and their likely ecological consequences create 

new challenges for beach management.  Currently there is a lack of basic ecological 

information (i.e. resource and biodiversity mapping of beaches) for these systems and 

thresholds of environmentally acceptable use are not known in most cases.  Also the 

economic values of ecosystem services provided by beaches and the social and cultural 

demands and benefits are not quantified.   

 

Discussion 

 

The main objectives of this workshop are to:  

 

1. Scope the range of environmentally harmful activities that impact on beaches in 

the region; 

2. Provide a forum for practitioners and policy makers involved in coastal/beach 

management and protection; 

3. Identify the main management challenges to protect, maintain, and restore the 

ecological health of beaches; 

4. List major information gaps that currently impede the development of ecological 

beach management;  

5. Identify barriers (institutional, legal, financial) in beach management; 

6. Scope opportunities and future collaborations to advance the development of best 

practice in ecological beach management. 

A planned outcome is to gather basic data on some of the issues listed above; to this end, we will 

provide a questionnaire. All workshop participants will receive feedback on the main findings of the 

workshop based on the discussions and the questionnaire data.  

 



Workshop 
Title 

Managing Recreational Access to Beaches – how do we achieve a 
balance? 

Chair/ 
Facilitator 

Dan Carter 

Scribe Sean Galvin and Sue Sargent. 
 
Name E-mail 
Angela Welk planner@mwnrm.org.au 
Bec Nicoll Rebecca@oceanwatch.org.au 
Peter Higgins peterh@miriamvale.qld.gov.au 
Anna Lewis analewis@hotmail.com 
Pam Malyscek pams_site@hotmail.com 
David Miller davidmiller@ghd.com.au 
Mike Prior mwprior@bigpond.net.au 
Peter Marsh petermarsh@redcliffe.qld.gov.au 
Sherry O’Brian Obs4@bigpond.net.au 
Lin Fairue linfair@bigpond.com 
Kelly Mathews mathewskel@hotmail.com 
Wendy Simpson Wendy.simpson@epa.qld.gov.au 
Alan Charteris abc@watech.com.au 
Peta Williams Peta.williams@griffith.edu.au 
Shannon Van Nunen shannonvannunen@fba.org.au 
Ron Patrick Ron.patrick@brisbane.qld.gov.au 
Ian Draper Ian.draper@epa.qld.gov.au 
Anthony Walsh Anthony.walsh@epa.qld.gov.au 
Shaun Pobar Shaun.pobar@dpi.qld.gov.au 
Anne Briggs anne@mccn.org.au 
Keri Woodcock Kerri_79@hotmail.com 
Chris Vasey Chris.vasey@epa.qld.gov.au 
Ian Teakle ianteakle@wbmpl.com.au 
Nikki Moore Nikki.moore@epa.qld.gov.au 
Michelle Walker mail@michellewalker.com.au 
Michael Wooden Michael@oceanwatch.org.au 
Gildas Colleten colleteng@conwag.com 
Les Bevis Les.bevis@epa.qld.gov.au 
John Stewardson johns@miriamvale.qld.gov.au 
Nick Maclean nickm@bundaberg.qld.gov.au 
Stephen Linnane s.linnane@livingstone.qld.gov.au 
Cathrine Bennett Cathrine.bennet@epa.qld.gov.au 
Erin Kenna Erin.kenna@dpi.qld.gov.au 
Moyra McRae Moyra.macre@epa.qld.gov.au 
Matt Baldock mathewb@thuringowa.qld.gov.au 
Rachel Allan Rachel.allan@bdtnrm.org.au  
Leonie Maddigan Leonie.maddigan@bdtnrm.org.au  
  
  
  
  
  

Participants 
(please put in 
contact details 
if you wish to 
be included in 
future mailing 
lists for this 
topic) 

 

  



What was 
discussed 
(please list the 
main dot 
points such as 
identified 
issues or 
threats) 

Issues. 
o Excessive 4x4 Vehicle use. 
o Camping 
o Fishing 
o Scuba diving 
o Development / construction 
o Lack of compliance 
o Limited Beach access – goat tracks 
o Illegal uses. Eg parking on sand dunes 
o Lack of enforcement 
o Weeds 
o Sensitivity of the receiving environment 
o Community expectation – stakeholder, traditional owners or 

30+ year old (demographics) 
o Social values 
o Concerns of who is responsible – Local Government or State 

agencies 
o Tenure issues – Low water mark, Highest Astronomical Tide 

zone, Marine Parks 
o Beach safety is serious issue 

 
Desired outcomes. 

o Sustainable Development 
o Reduced level of harm – controlling frequency of beach 

access 
o Sensitivity of the receiving environment – monitoring via 

video to capture the frequency of access 
o Consideration of beach type – natural vs modified 
o Cap or population control on beaches 

 
Research. 

o Social values 
o Carrying Capacity 
o Monitoring change of the beach environment eg: monitoring 

beach marine biology - sandy beach area. 
o Mapping beaches from user perspective 
o Beach zonation of uses 
o Economic value of 4x4 usage 
o Ecological economics 
o Beach health 
o Beach closures – follow-up to see whether it worked & 

justifying this action 
o Biological loss of beach organisms 
o Funding to support further research 

Responsibilities. 
o Onus should be on the perpetrators or law breakers to fund 

research 
o 4WD clubs – “Tread Lightly” organisation 
o QPWS 
o EPA 
o Local Councils Dept. Transport 
o Polices have some powers – speed limits? 



o Local government Authority (Redland council) and Police 
can initiate enforcement 

 
Safety. 

o Beach safety is serious issue  - Do we expect that there will be 
more deaths? Segregate users.  Use of safety flags?  Improved 
speed limits? 

o Public safety likely to be a greater driver than ecological 
considerations 

o Dog off leash areas?? 
o No driving on foredunes 
o Management Plan are inadequate 
o Public safety education campaign required 
o Beach regulation – “No go zones” etc. 
o Bann 4wd?  Politically (in Qld) is not considered to be 

palatable. [what are the actual economic value to the island 
by 4wd. Ie: money spent on / off the island]. Eg: 
accommodation, fishing competitions, Barge revenue. 

 
Other issues. 

o How do we drive change (social). Bring the laws in – will the 
people accept them?? 

o Marine Park zonation review to incorporation beach issues. 
o Regulation access times.  Western Australia has this in place. 

 
 
 

 Action Who will undertake this action? 
1.  Talk to port authority 

regarding licence 
requirements for barge 
operators. 

Redland Shire Council 
SEQ Catchments Inc. 

2.  Funding to support further 
research 

SEQ Catchments Inc. 

3.  $$ for monitoring, economic 
evaluation to gather 
information to inform future 
decision making 

Redland Shire Council 
SEQ Catchments Inc. 

4.  Participate in survey – gather 
perceptions. 
 

Redland Shire Council 
Community groups 
Universities 

5.  Raise awareness – so al users 
are aware of the wider issues 
and ramifications of 
recreational pressures. 

Redland Shire Council 
SEQ Catchments Inc. 

6. ID sensitive ecologically 
sensitive sites so that these 
site can be protected 
appropriately before pressure 
becomes an issue – Shorebird 
Mapping. 

Redland Shire Council 
SEQ Catchments Inc. 
Qld Wader study Group. 

 


