
Workshop:  Cleaning up our beaches 

– facing the challenge with an increasing population 
 

Tuesday, 18th September 

4.25pm – 4.55pm 

Supper Room, Anglican Church 

 

Facilitator: Stuart Ackerman, Program Manager, Keep Australia Beautiful Queensland  

 
Background 

 

The Keep Australia Beautiful Queensland Clean Beach Challenge started in 1998 and is now in 

its tenth year. Over the past ten years, beaches along the Queensland coastline have entered 

the competition with the chance to be awarded recognition for their efforts to improve triple 

bottom line management of local beaches. Currently, nine awards in the program are delivered 

across six regions, on a State and National level, including: 

- Cleanest Beach  

- Tourism Queensland Friendliest Beach  

- Do The Right Thing Litter Prevention, Supported by the Packaging Stewardship Forum  

- Three Plus Partnerships  

- Surf Life Saving Queensland Young Legends  

- Resource Management  

- Environmental Protection  

- Community Action  

- Individual Outstanding Accomplishment  

 

As Queensland continues to grow in population, increasing pressure will be placed on our 

coastal environments to support the livelihoods and lifestyles of the population and therefore, 

the importance of effective management of our coastal beaches can not be understated.  

 

One issue of concern is the management of litter, presenting environmental, social and 

economic implications. Understanding litter types and the level of their accumulation on beach 

environments is imperative so that responses to address litter issues are effective. 

 

Litter management is often undertaken by members of the public, local governments, business 

and community organisations, and while partnerships are common among these groups, it is 

also true that many parties involved in litter management are working autonomously. 

Information on litter types and sources is not always well communicated between the groups. 

Thus much of the information on beach litter is not able to be integrated into management 

planning and development activities for coastal zones.  

 

Promoting involvement of all sectors and their role in litter management is also important to 

successful litter prevention and the monitoring of their efforts will allow innovative approaches 

to beach litter management to be implemented in the future. 

 

Discussion 

 

Keep Australia Beautiful Queensland will present on the Clean Beach Challenge program and will 

review the most recent statistics about beach litter identified in the Keep Australia Beautiful 

National Litter Index. The following questions will then be posed:  

 

1. Is there a need for a coordinated approach to litter reporting on Queensland’s coastal 

beaches to allow a consistent assessment of beach litter issues? 

2. If yes, how should this approach be delivered? i.e. what format is viable to allow the best 

data to be gathered in the easiest possible manner.  

3. Should criteria be used to differentiate beach profiles? Eg usage profiles, environmental 

conditions and time frames to find commonalities among beaches and their litter issues to 

allow successful approaches, used in similar beaches, to be delivered elsewhere. If Yes, 

what criteria would be useful? 

444...    Who are the stakeholders most likely to be involved in beach litter monitoring and what 

approaches are required to engage them in litter and environmental management for 

beaches?    
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